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General WebNotes 2004:  Date:  11 September www.oldgeelong.com.au 

 
FIRSTS BOMB OUT (BADLY):  RESERVES TILT AT PREMIERSHIP THIS SATURDAY 
The Firsts’ season came to a grinding halt last Saturday when we were soundly beaten by Old Carey.  After 
trailing by four goals half way through the second term we lifted to be just two down at half time, and the 
momentum looked promising, but that was about as far as it went. Absence of Hugh McCarthy and Nick 
Betts, both injured from the previous week, was damaging. 
 
Firsts  - from Matt Edmonds 
OLD GEELONG 1.2     5.2    8.2          8.8    (56) lost to 
OLD CAREY        1.5    6.9    15.13   20.17   (137) 
Goals: Vickers-Willis 3; Goldsworthy 2; Bell; Kimpton; J. Paul.  
Best: Cannon; Stinchcombe; T. Betts; Vickers-Willis; T. Paul; W. Paul. 
 
It’s easy to be philosophical after losing an important finals match. “You win some, you lose some”, 
“There’s always next year” and “We got beaten by the better team on the day” are all common phrases that 
are bandied about after any such defeat. The only thing is none of these words describe the pain and 
disappointment felt by the players, coaches and supporters of a football club after a season-ending loss. 
Those present in the rooms after our comprehensive defeat at the hands of Old Carey in Saturday’s 
Preliminary Final learnt (or learnt again – Ed) first-hand what this feeling is like. This feeling of 
disappointment was probably added to by the fact that we allowed Old Carey to out-play us so convincingly 
in the second half, when at the half-time break it was looking like a game that could have gone either way. 
 
The game started in typical hard-fought finals fashion with neither team prepared to concede the advantage 
in the first term. The surface of the ground, despite looking good from the sidelines, was actually quite 
waterlogged in parts as a result from some recent heavy rain. (Apparently the Glen Waverly area had 16mm 
of rain the previous evening!) As a result the game became a touch slower and the skill level wasn’t quite as 
high compared to the finals matches from the previous week. The low quarter-time score of Old Carey’s 1.5 
to our 1.2 reflected the dour struggle of the first quarter. The second term saw Old Carey break away with 
four unanswered goals in the first 10 minutes and there were some dangerous signs with their mid-field 
players starting to find a bit of space and running the ball into their forward line far too easily. Thankfully 
our players reacted. Tom Cannon continued on from his good first quarter where he played a typically 
aggressive and robust game to help swing the momentum our way. Will Paul, after being closely checked up 
till that point, started to provide some all-important drive from the pack situations. He forced the ball forward 
with brute strength on two occasions and both times the ball ended up in Vicko’s hands and he duly 
converted. We scored the last three goals of the term and were unlucky not to score one after the half-time 
siren. We had fought our way back into the match and seemed to have the momentum going into the long 
break despite still trailing by 13 points.  
 
Unfortunately for us everything changed in the first four minutes of the third term. Old Carey had an 
unbelievable burst of match-winning football where they slammed on four unanswered goals. After this they 
became extremely hard to stop. Their confidence lifted and they quite simply out-ran and out-played us for 
most of the second half. They added two more goals before we registered our first goal for the third term but 
by that stage we faced an enormous battle to get anywhere near back into the game. A 53-point three-quarter-
time deficit meant our season was all but over. Old Carey continued to play hard running, skilful footy in the 
last quarter and extended their lead to 81-points by the time the final siren rang. It was a disappointing way 
for us to finish a season that has been a very promising, re-building period.  
 
Better players for us were Chris Stinchcombe who played a typically resolute and determined Captain’s 
game in the backline (despite still having 16 stiches in his gashed knee from the previous Sunday’s game). 
Tom Paul again showed his class either in the back-line or in the middle, as did and Tom Betts whose 
athleticism and courage enabled him to play another great game whether placed in the ruck or at centre-half-
back. 
 
It’s hard to pinpoint exactly what went wrong for us in the second half. Maybe it was a lack of skill, 
discipline, strength or concentration. Maybe it was only one or a combination of all these things.  But there is 
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one thing that is safe to say  (and to re-use a phrase from the opening paragraph):  we got beaten by the better 
team on the day. 
 
THIS WEEK 
The Reserves play La Trobe in the D2 Reserve Section Grand Final.  The time is an 11.30am start, and it’s 
the same ground as last week, and the week before: Central Reserve, corner Springvale and Waverley roads, 
Glen Waverley.  Blue shorts. We expect to have three players available and eligible from last week’s Firsts 
side, whilst the two-week break, in contrast to the Seniors’ six days last week, will also be of advantage for a 
few nursing niggling injuries after the Second Semi. 
 
AROUND THE CLUB 
D2 Section Best and Fairest Voting: Congratulations to the following Old Geelong players who voted well 
in the D2 Section Best and Fairest: Mark Vickers-Willis 17 (finished third, six votes behind winner); Hugh 
McCarthy 11; Henry Legoe 11; Matt Goldsworthy 11;  Ed Bayles  9. 
 
Mark Vickers-Willis won the D2 goal kicking for the second year in a row, and again for the second year in 
a row was awarded as one of the three "Most Valuable Players" in D2 section. 
 
Each Saturday of the home-and-away season the umpires for the senior game give votes for the  “CLUB 
WAREHOUSE” MOST DISCIPLINED CLUB AWARD in each section.  Votes are given on the basis of 
the behaviour and conduct etc of the players, club officials and club supporters during the course of the day, 
and we are pleased to advise that Old Geelong has won the award for D2 Section for 2004.  We’re not sure 
what the award involves (perhaps a kilometre of free strapping tape), but it’s a major improvement on a 
couple of years around 2001 and 2002 when we managed to come last or next-to-last in our relevant sections. 
 
Old Carey were able to cover a couple of injuries from the week before by promoting a couple of players 
from their Under 19s (one of whom was close to being their best player)  – unfortunately this sort of thing 
was not a luxury available to the OGFC as currently structured. 
 
On an otherwise dismal day, nice to see a really good number of people there supporting the OGS last 
Saturday, some of whom had driven mega-distances.  And great to see back on his feet Nick Betts after his 
heavy knock the week before. 
 
Congratulations to the following players who played every possible game for the season  (on assumption 
those marked with * are selected for the Reserves this coming Saturday): Steve Lansdell; Mark Vickers-
Willis (neither have missed a game in the past two seasons); Anthony Dhillon*, Charlie Fairbairn, David 
Kimpton, and Henry Legoe.  (Mark Avery had played 99 consecutive before he went to Athens, and 
James Morley had played every game last year and this before he was “rotated” in Round 17.) 
 
For those who can’t make it to the Presentation Day this Sunday, all the results and details of our Club 
award winners will be in next week’s edition, hopefully also with a full update of games played to end of the 
season.  
 
Club’s constitution requires the positions of coaches for its teams to be advertised each year.  There is 
currently an advertisement on the VAFA website for these. 
 
SOCIAL 
A reminder about this Saturday evening’s function at the Arcadia, and the Vote Count Day on Sunday. Fuller 
details appeared in last week’s notes and in the email from Lachie Stevens which some of you will have 
received: 
 
“Footy season is drawing to a close and as is customary for the OGS we will be having a few windup drinks 
this weekend.  On Saturday (11th) the Reserves will be playing in their second consecutive grand final 
(11.30am @ Central Reserve, cnr Springvale and Waverly rds, Glen Waverly Mel 71 B5 vs La Trobe 
University).  Your support would be greatly appreciated.  
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Following the Reserves’ grand final on Saturday we would like to invite everyone along to the upstairs bar 
at the arcadia for a few drinks to talk about the season that was.  We have a DJ organised and should have 
the room to ourselves for much of the night. 
 
Then on Sunday (12th) we have our annual Presentation and Reverse Raffle day at Como.  The bar will open 
@ 12 noon, with a gourmet BBQ lunch available for $5.  If you would like to buy a raffle ticket (or a part 
share in a raffle ticket) then please let me (him – ed) know ASAP.   
 
Each ticket costs $100, with prizes as follows:  Last ticket drawn $5,000, 2nd last ticket drawn $1,000, 3rd 
last ticket drawn $700, fourth last $200, Fifth-Tenth last $100 each and the first ticket drawn wins $500.  All 
losing tickets will then be placed into the consolation draw which is a prize for 7 nights accommodation on 
the Gold Coast.  Those who purchase a raffle ticket will be privy to complimentary beer and wine until 1pm 
on Sunday. 
 
We look forward to seeing you all over the weekend, and please feel free to invite as many people along as 
you wish.  The weekend is not just for the players and players' close friends, but for everyone whose is in 
anyway shape or form associated (or would like to be) with the Club or the players and would like to come 
along to celebrate what has been a wonderful year for the OGS. 
 
========================================= 
 
Not much in the way of photos from last week: they don’t mean anything when you lose, but we have had 
this one in of Tom Betts (l) and perhaps Tom C right. 
 
 


